
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



♦•15E 't'OLD •:-test:jiijeP':' srnDEp.-^ 



Vol. VII. SEPTEMBER, 1887. No. i. 



Shall the study of the Bible have a place in the college curricu- 
lum? This question those engaged in college education must ask 
and must answer. Te be sure, it is not a new question. There have 
always been individuals who have pressed it. There have always been 
institutions in which such study has been provided for. But as never 
before the question now comes to us ; and it comes with force capable 
of overcoming all ordinary obstacles. The opportune moment has 
arrived for a movement which shall aim to place in the curriculum of 
every American college at least an elective course in the study of the 
English Bible. Let the friends of this movement unite and act. 



To how great an extent has the Bible already been assigned a 
place in the curriculum of our colleges ? The brief statements con- 
tained in this number of a dozen or more leading college presidents, 
will in part answer this question. Quite a number of institutions offer 
something. But is it really ^<7«a!_/?/^ work that is provided for ? Is it 
not in most cases so managed as to become either an unpopular and 
unprofitable task, or a popular and unprofitable "snap"? Does the 
Bible-department, in those colleges in which it exists, have the dig- 
nity possessed by other departments ? Is it, after all, regarded as a 
department of the college, and not rather as a sort of Sunday-school 
appendage ? The truth is this : Only a few, at best, of our institu- 
tions, recognize such work as worth doing; and in these few, with 
some exceptions of course, such study is so conducted as practically 
to be a farce. 



What is wanted ? (i) That in every institution there shall be 
an opportunity offered, for men who so desire, to study the English 
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Bible. (2) That this course of study be placed in the hands of men 
who can teach, and that it be made to have equal dignity and rank 
with other courses of college study. (3) That public opinion, exclu- 
sive of religious opinion, be brought to accept the fact that the study of 
the Bible, merely as history and literature, is as ennobling, as discip- 
linary, and in short as valuable, as the study of any other history and 
literature. (4) That the time may soon have passed when young 
men shall leave our colleges shamefully ignorant of those characters, 
ideas, and events, which have not only greatly influenced, but indeed 
altogether controlled and molded the world's history. Is this asking 
too much } 



Why is it that so many college men, to whom the propriety of devot- 
ing a term's study in college to Greek history is self-evident, hesitate at 
the proposition to offer as an elective a term of study in Hebrew his- 
tory "i If a young man in pursuit of discipline may profitably spend 
hours in mastering the institutions of Lycurgus, why may he not 
spend as much time upon those of Moses .? If familiarity with the 
biographies of Aristides and Pericles and Socrates refines the taste and 
elevates the thought, why not familiarity with the lives and words 
of David and Solomon and Isaiah ? Some may think that, as the stu- 
dent has heard the Bible read from infancy and has owned so long 
a copy for himself, he is already so intimately familiar with its con- 
tents that it would be impossible to make a term of Bible-study hard 
enough to be disciplinary. But such a supposition will excite only 
a smile among those who have taken pains to discover the real state 
of the facts. The ignorance of the Bible among intelligent young 
men would be amusing were it not most shameful. 



In considering the question of the Bible in our colleges, empha- 
sis should be laid upon the relation of its intellectual study to its 
devotional use. It is clear that, at least for one who occupies the 
position of the college student, the former is fundamental to the 
latter. The earnest endeavor to discover the sense of the Bible to 
the intellect stands in direct and primary relation to the possibility of 
finding, in biblical expression and experience, either a message to 
the personal thought and experience of the devout heart or a vehicle 
of utterance, within self, for the soul's thought or state of feeling. 
One must first understand a given portion of the Bible before one can 
properly use it devotionally. Intellectual reading of the Bible opens 
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vastly more widely its general contents to devotional use. Even such 
passages as would be spontaneously selected for the purpose of devo- 
tion become in their contents much richer to the heart after their 
careful study by the intellect. Is the Bible used devotionally in our 
colleges, by their Christian students, as it should be ? Is it to them, 
the help that it ought to be .' If not, why not } Is not this the pre- 
eminent need for the nurture and growth of Christian life in the col- 
lege, that the Scriptures be read intellectually in order tAai they may 
become a power devotionally in the individual life of the student > 

A further inquiry presents itself. Is the Bible as useful devo- 
tionally as it ought to be to the thinking Christian men of our land, 
our Christian college graduates } If not, why not ? Is k, in large 
measure, because such intellectual study of the Scriptures as is funda- 
mental to their proper and full devotional use, was not afforded them 
in the days of their college mental discipline, when, certainly as com- 
pared with the days of busy life since, thay had time and opportunity 
for such study .' What are the facts ? If a man leaves college with- 
out, at least, a comparative intellectual knowledge of the Bible, do 
the Scriptures ever help him devotionally, and thus help the world 
through him, as they ought ? Do they attain their end in him aind 
through him ? 



Bible-study is needed in our colleges for the students as a whole. 
It is more needed by those not looking forward to the ministry than 
by those who are. It is believed that our college students recognize 
this all-important fact. In asking editorially for an elective in Bible- 
study, the Amherst Literary Magazine said : " We believe we voice 
the sentiment of the student body in directing attention to the need." 
"We claim that every well-educated man should be acquainted with 
the facts and proofs of Christianity." The times are demanding this 
Bible-work of the colleges. Where are the college educated men, in 
sufficient number, who are fitted to act as Sabbath-school superintend- 
ents, to conduct teachers' meetings as they should be conducted, to 
have charge of normal and Bible-class work, to serve as teachers for 
our thinking young men ? See the phenomenal success of a thor- 
oughly equipped Bible-teacher to-day ? Why are there so few ? 

Again. The character of pulpit-work depends much upon the 
pews. With increased Christian education there is an increasing 
intelligent demand for higher literary and scientific culture on the 
part of the ministry. Is there a corresponding demand for biblical 
culture, for that devout and also scholarly knowledge of the Scriptures 
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which the spirit and questions of the day demand in him who occupies 
the pulpit ? Why do we not have more Bible-preaching, in its broad- 
est and best sense ? Is Christian intelligence in the pews somewhat 
in fault ? Is the remedy to be found, in part, in Bible-study in the 
college ? 



The present number of THE STUDENT contains the first four of a 
series of forty "Inductive Bible-studies." In the preparation of these 
"studies" there have been associated with the editor, Professors Wm. 
G. Ballantine, D. D., of Oberlin, O., Willis J. Beecher, D. D., of 
Auburn, N. Y., and George S. Burroughs, of Amherst, Mass. The 
work has been distributed quite evenly among the four gentlemen. 
It is thought that this course of study can be employed to advantage 
by instructors teaching the Bible in college. College Y. M. C. Associa- 
tions, general Y. M. C. Associations, teachers of Bible-classes, minis- 
ters, and indeed Bible-students of every class. In order that it might 
meet the needs of all these classes, and at the request of those who 
are most deeply interested in Y. M. C. A. work in this country, 
" questions relating to practical work" have been prepared and incor- 
porated with each " study." The work proposed differs essentially 
from any that has ever hitherto been offered. The only desire of those 
who have undertaken it, is that it may in some small way aid men in 
fathoming the great depths of the Sacred Word. 



